Mrs. Davis’ English Class Activities and Assignments—
Weeks 21 & 22 (17-28, 2011)
Current Class Activities and Assignments for English IV AP (Periods 1-5):
Monday, January 17, 2011:  There was no class in observation of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Tuesday, January 18, 2011:  Students entered class and reviewed their reading assignments, then completed a reading quiz.  Students then did some close reading work, but many classes did not complete much because of the abbreviated bell schedule for a pep rally.  Students are to continue reading according to the assigned schedule.

Wednesday, January 19, 2011:  Students entered class, reviewed SPLOTTS steps in terms of Shakespeare's Sonnet 130, read through Shelley's "Ode to the West Wind," and then looked at the characterization of the Monsigneur in Chapters VII-VIII of Book Two of A Tale of Two Cities.  As homework, students are to continue reading according to the assigned schedule.

Thursday, January 20, 2011:  Only three of five APE Lit. & Comp. classes met due to early closing.  For the students who were in class, a discussion of the Marquis and Charles Darnay was attempted.  Students are to continue reading according to the assigned schedule, and begin working on their SPLOTTS notes and writing that is due next Tuesday.

Friday, January 21, 2011:  Students entered class and completed the weekly multiple-choice practice, then reviewed answers, then briefly discussed character development in Book Two of A Tale of Two Cities.

Monday, January 24, 2011:  Students entered class, went over rules for capitalizing and punctuating titles of all matters of literary works, then briefly discussed Book Two, Chapters 20-21 of A Tale of Two Cities.  Students are to complete SPLOTTS work that is due tomorrow and continue reading according to the assigned schedule.

Tuesday, January 25, 2011:  Students entered class, turned in SPLOTTS work, read a Billy Collins article about understanding poetry, reviewed usage rules for commonly confused word pairs (lie/lay, affect/effect, there/their/they're, and to/too/two), and then briefly discussed the close of Book Two of A Tale of Two Cities.  A new SPLOTTS poem has been assigned--those notes and paragraphs will be due at the start of class next Tuesday.  Also, students are to continue reading according to the assigned schedule.

Wednesday, January 26, 2011:  Students entered class, reviewed apostrophe usage rules and practiced proper apostrophe usage, and then discussed the first three chapters of Book Three of A Tale of Two Cities.  As homework, students are to continue reading according to the assigned schedule, and complete the apostrophe practice.

Thursday, January 27, 2011:  Students entered class, read about the importance of parallel structure and active voice, and then completed some practice on those two issues of style.  Students then completed a reading quiz and then discussed the fourth through eighth chapters of A Tale of Two Cities, including a contrast of the trial of Charles Darnay in France to his earlier trial in England.  As homework, students are to complete the style practice and read assigned pages.

Friday, January 28, 2011:  Students entered class and turned in their style worksheet, then completed the weekly multiple-choice practice.  Students then looked at a timed writing prompt and began working through how to formulate an answer that will yield a high score.  As homework, students are to finish reading A Tale of Two Cities and complete SPLOTTS work for the upcoming week.
Current Class Activities and Assignments for English IV-A (Period 7):
Monday, January 17, 2011:  There was no class in observation of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Tuesday, January 18, 2011:  Students entered class and began a new vocabulary lesson and then completed pre-writing for a personal essay.  Both the second vocabulary sheet and the pre-writing work are due at the start of class tomorrow.

Wednesday, January 19, 2011:  Students entered class and turned in all pre-writing and vocabulary sheets.  Students then were divided into groups to read information about John Donne and then present it to the rest of class.  Students are to study vocabulary words that were returned to them--the quiz will be Friday.

Thursday, January 20, 2011:  This class did not meet due to the early closure of school due for inclement weather.

Friday, January 21, 2011:  Students entered class, reviewed vocabulary with the teacher, then had quiet study time.  Students then completed the weekly vocabulary quiz. Students were assigned sustained silent reading and then read a final Donne poem before the end of class. 

Monday, January 24, 2011:  Students entered class and a review of the basic formula for essay writing was provided.  Students then completed the new week's word study exercises. 

Tuesday, January 25, 2011:  Students entered class and turned in homework, then received their pre-writing notes back.  After a review of a professional author's reflective essay, students had time to begin writing the first draft of their personal essays.

Wednesday, January 26, 2011:  Students entered class and had the period to complete their personal essay drafts.

Thursday, January 27, 2011:  Students entered class and turned in their rough drafts.  The teacher then led a brief discussion about the importance of revision, and especially revising draft content to be more descriptive, detailed, explanatory, and specific.  Students had time to revise.  Students were reminded about the upcoming word study quiz and independent reading materials need.

Friday, January 28, 2011:  Students entered class, turned in revised rough drafts, and had a short study period.  Students then completed the weekly vocabulary quiz and then had independent reading time--as this was the final Friday of the month, students were able to read any sort of print publication.

