Mrs. Davis’ English Class Activities and Assignments—
Weeks 19 & 20 (January 3-14, 2011)
Current Class Activities and Assignments for English IV AP (Periods 1-5):
Monday, January 3, 2011:  Students received instructions regarding the Photo Story 3 project over a theme from Heart of Darkness, divided into small groups, and began planning their projects.

Tuesday, January 4, 2011:  Students received more instructions and guidance regarding the mini-project and then had time to work on it in class.

Wednesday, January 5, 2011:  Students completed the mini-project, turned it in, and used any additional time to work on their independent study blog project that is due at the start of class this Friday.

Thursday, January 6, 2011:  Students and the teacher worked through any remaining questions about the blog project that is due tomorrow; the class then began considering how to discern and articulate theme using the OPTIC method of analysis.

Friday, January 7, 2011:  Students turned in their blog addresses for evaluation of their independent study projects.  Students completed a new round of multiple-choice practice and went over the answers with their teacher.  Students then completed the OPTIC lesson and as homework, are to read "The Ones Who Walk Away From Omelas," complete OPTIC notes for the story, and compose a statement of theme for the story.

Monday, January 10, 2011:  There was no school due to inclement weather conditions.  The "The Ones Who Walk Away From Omelas" notes and theme statement are due tomorrow.

Tuesday, January 11, 2011:  Students turned in their notes and theme statements for the "Omelas" story.  Students then discussed the story and how to develop theme statements in class.  There was no homework assigned for this evening.  Several classes were abbreviated due to advisory schedule.

Wednesday, January 12, 2011:  Class began with a brief discussion of contextual knowledge of revolutions in history. Students then began viewing a video that provided historical and social context for the French Revolution.  There was no homework assigned.

Thursday, January 13, 2011:  Students completed diploma cards, finished viewing the video that introduced the French Revolution, and then read over some social and historical information about the Victorian Era in England.  Books were distributed and students began reading the opening chapters of A Tale of Two Cities.  For homework, students are to read Chapters i-iv of Book One (pages 9-32 in the assigned edition).

Friday, January 14, 2011:  Students entered class and completed multiple-choice practice, reviewed the correct responses, and then briefly discussed the opening chapters of A Tale of Two Cities.  As homework, students are to read the assigned chapters according to the reading schedule that is posted on this website.

Current Class Activities and Assignments for English IV-A (Period 7):
Monday, January 3, 2011:  Students participated in a book pass.

Tuesday, January 4, 2011:  Students completed the first new lesson of word study for the semester.

Wednesday, January 5, 2011:  Students read and compared four early English Renaissance poems: "The Passionate Shepherd to His Love," "The Nymph's Reply to the Shepherd," "To the Virgins to Make Much of 
Time," and "To His Coy Mistress."  Students considered the pastoral tradition, carpe diem poetry, and the differences between idealism and realism in poetry.

Thursday, January 6, 2011:  Students reviewed the basic format, rhythm, rhyme, and meter of English sonnets, and read through one example.

Friday, January 7, 2011:  Students received and reviewed their graded vocabulary lesson for the week. The quiz over this lesson will be at the start of class next Monday.  Students then worked on paraphrasing and summarizing as tools for interpreting and understanding Shakespeare's sonnets 29 and 116.  This work went onto a handout that is due at the start of class Monday.

Monday, January 10, 2011:  There was no school due to inclement weather conditions.

Tuesday, January 11, 2011:  Class began with a new vocabulary lesson.  Students then completed the remaining vocabulary exercises on their own, and then the second sonnet paraphrasing/summarizing exercise.  Both the sonnet work and the vocabulary work is due at the start of class tomorrow.

Wednesday, January 12, 2011:  Students turned in any vocabulary work and sonnet work, then read through a final Shakespearean sonnet.  Following the sonnet study, students completed a pre-writing sheet for a personal essay.  If it was not completed in class, it is to be completed as homework and turned in at the start of class tomorrow.

Thursday, January 13, 2011:  Students entered class and turned in any homework.  Students then viewed and evaluated Photo Story 3 projects, as they will be completing one in the near future.

Friday, January 14, 2011:  Students entered class and had five minutes of silent study time before completing their weekly vocabulary quiz.  Students then had time to read independently.

