Mrs. Davis’ English Class Activities and Assignments—
Weeks 1 & 2 (August 19-August 27, 2010)
Current Class Activities and Assignments for English IV AP (Periods 1-5):
Thursday, August 19, 2010:  Students recieved introductory course materials.  As homework, students are to read and take notes on the three essay prompts from the 2010 APE Lit & Comp Exam, and complete the online form linked above as the "first APE Lit Assignment"--this form is to be completed and submitted before the start of class tomorrow, and students have been asked to return all forms requiring parental signatures at the start of class tomorrow as well.

Friday, August 20, 2010:  Students finished course introduction and practiced APE Lit Exam multiple-choice questions.  As homework, students are to complete a first draft version of a college/personal essay.
Monday, August 23, 2010:  Students reviewed the Essay One (poetry prompt) from the 2010 APE Lit & Comp Exam with the teacher, and then considered the divisions of the scoring guide for that essay.  There was no homework in class for this day.

Tuesday, August 24, 2010:  Students received copies of the Essay One scoring guide and student samples, and worked in small groups to score the essays and discuss their merits & weaknesses.  As homework, students are to read "How to Mark a Book" before returning to class.

Wednesday, August 25, 2010:  Students continued essay scoring practice during class.  As homework, students are to review proper essay structure (including formation of a thesis statement), complete the reflection form online, and read "Why Literature" (the link to this article is provided on this page).

Thursday, August 26, 2010:  Students completed a timed essay writing task in class.  As homework, students are to read the excerpt from Katherine Anne Porter's "The Witness," and complete the assigned essay that accompanies the excerpt--a hard copy of this was provided to students in class.  The essay is due at the start of class, Friday, August 27, 2010.

Friday, August 27, 2010:  Students met in the Writing Center to complete STAR Reading assessments.  After the STAR test, students accessed text of "Hunters in the Snow" online and began reading it, and completing the graphic organizer (a link to that file is on this webpage) associated with it.  Students are to have the entire story read and the graphic organizer completed before the start of class Monday, August 30, 2010, when it will be due.

Current Class Activities and Assignments for English IV-A (Period 7):
Thursday, August 19, 2010:  Students received introductory course materials.  As homework, students are to read through and complete the "Who I Am" introductory activity, and return all forms requiring parental signatures at the start of class tomorrow.

Friday, August 20, 2010:  Students completed the course introduction, reviewed essay structure, and began composing their first essay.

Monday, August 23, 2010:  Students completed writing the first, basic essay in class, then filled in blanks on the "Who I Am" sheet.  Any student who did not turn the "Who I Am" sheet in before the end of class is to complete that as homework, and turn it in at the start of class tomorrow.

Tuesday, August 24, 2010:  Students turned in their "Who I Am" sheets, and received copies of The Holt Reader.  Students then read through the introductory essay to the Anglo-Saxon period of English Literature.

Wednesday, August 25, 2010:  Students viewed two brief videos, and took notes as they viewed--one video covered the origins, evolution, and significance of the English language, and the other provided images and information about the Anglo-Saxon Period of English History.

Thursday, August 26, 2010:  Students completed their note-taking and reading comprehension practice sheets that were associated with the videos from the previous day of class.  Students then took notes over an introduction to Beowulf, and began reading the first excerpt.

Friday, August 27, 2010: Students reported to The Writing Center for class.  First, every student completed their first of two STAR Reading Assessments for the academic year, then remaining time was allowed for students to word-process the essays they drafted in class in the past week.  Any student who did not complete creating the final copy of his/her essay is to finish that as homework and have it ready to turn in at the start of class on Monday, August 30, 2010.

